
 

The HOA Election Guys, Inc 

27472 Portola Parkway Suite 205-412 

Foothill Ranch, CA 92610 

 
January 13, 2023 
 
Attention All Members:  
 
A Meeting of the Members will be held as follows: 
 

Date:   February 16, 2023 
Time:   6:30 PM 
Location:  via zoom 

 Meeting info and zoom link will be posted at: www.TheHOAElectionGuys.com/theredwoods 
 
This Meeting of the Members is being held to vote on the election of FIVE (5) directors.   
 
For the election to be held, a quorum of the membership must return a ballot, or attend the meeting. 
 
The Redwoods Homeowners Association bylaws define a quorum as “50%” of the voting power of the 
association, or 152 members.   
 
Enclosed with this notice is: 

1. Your Official Ballot - please return your ballot so that we can meet quorum! 
2. One yellow secret ballot envelope 
3. One pre-addressed white envelope (which needs to be signed!) 
4. Six pages of candidate statements 

 
Instructions: 
 

1) Cast your vote(s) on the enclosed ballot. 
 

2) Insert ballot into the yellow Secret Ballot Envelope. 
      DO NOT MARK THE YELLOW ENVELOPE 
                DO NOT MARK THE BALLOT EXCEPT TO CAST YOUR VOTE 
 

3) Insert the sealed Secret Ballot (yellow) Envelope into the provided white envelope which is 
addressed to The Redwoods Homeowners Association care of the HOA Election Guys 
 

4) SIGN THE LEFT-HAND CORNER OF THE WHITE ENVELOPE!!!! 
(Your vote will not count if you do not sign the envelope) 
 

5) Seal and mail, postage has been applied – Mailed ballots must be received by February 15, 2023. 
 

The envelopes are already pre-addressed with our return address (and our address is also reflected on the 
footer of this letter).   

 
If quorum is not reached at this meeting, the members in attendance at the meeting can vote to reconvene 
the meeting to a later date.  In this case, the deadline for receiving ballots will be extended as well. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your association’s Inspector of Elections, The 
HOA Election Guys, Inc. an independent third-party as required per CA Civil Code. 
 
The HOA Election Guys, Inc can be reached at (888) 380-3332 or by email at info@thehoaelectionguys.com 
 
 
 
Please note: The candidates are solely responsible for the content in their statements, neither the Association, nor the 
Inspector of Elections have redacted or edited any of the content in the statements enclosed in this election package. 

 



CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 
 
 

Please note: The candidates are solely responsible for the content in their statements, neither the Association, nor the 
Inspector of Elections have redacted or edited any of the content in the statements enclosed in this election package. 

 

 

REMBERTO BASTISTA – 1016-D – CURRENT BOARD 

My name is Remberto Batista, I have been a Property Owner and lived in this 

community for the past 21 Years.  I have been a current Board Member for the past 

7 years.  Though I am retired, my prior work background has been in accounting.  I 

have served on the Board of Directors for several years as Secretary, Vice President 

and currently as Treasurer.  These years on the Board have given me the 

opportunity to learn and get the necessary experience to help manage and serve 

The Redwoods Community. 

I am asking for your vote to continue serving our community using my expertise in 

several fields to keep our complex looking good and make The Redwoods a place we 

can all be proud to call home.   Please make sure you send your ballots in.   

We have had many positive changes made to our community this year.  I hope to 

continue my part in working on these changes.   

Our investment must be protected and safe.  I look forward to keep serving you in 

2023.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 
 
 

Please note: The candidates are solely responsible for the content in their statements, neither the Association, nor the 
Inspector of Elections have redacted or edited any of the content in the statements enclosed in this election package. 

 
Mirella Crose 
 
To our amazing Redwood community members, 

 

My name is Mirella Crose, and I am respectfully requesting your support in my first 
campaign for Redwoods Board Member.  

 

My husband Doug Crose and I have been Redwoods homeowners since 2003. I am a 
stay-at-home dog mom to a wonderful 14-year-old chihuahua named Kodi.  

 

My husband and I pride ourselves for being friendly and helpful community 
neighbors. You may have noticed my advertisements offering babysitting, dog 
walking, elderly visits, home services (package pickup, water plants, etc.) and grief 
support. I also volunteer or attend community event (Ladies Game Night, Movie 
Nights, Neighborhood Events), am a member of the Neighborhood Watch and the 
administrator for the public Redwoods Facebook page “The Redwoods” and for 
Nextdoor “Our Neighbors at the Redwoods” where I connect neighbors to get to 
know each other. 

 

I am a firm believer that serving others in their time of need is rewarding. For 
example, I have group phone chats to help neighbors find rides or lost pets, swap 
ingredients, offer food and meals that others share with me, visit neighbors 
experiencing sadness, grief, or loss and sometimes just offer a listening ear. 

 

I believe it is important to cultivate goodwill and positive interactions for with our 
neighbors to ensure that our Redwoods neighbors feel included, welcomed, and 
cared for. While I know that no HOA is without flaws, I believe complaining and 
speaking ill of others is not a good way to handle situations. I believe the best way to 
handle conflict is to be a good neighbor by caring or serving each other and by being 
a good Christian.  

 



CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 
 
 

Please note: The candidates are solely responsible for the content in their statements, neither the Association, nor the 
Inspector of Elections have redacted or edited any of the content in the statements enclosed in this election package. 

Juanita Galarraga  
 
1) How long have you been a member of the association? I have been a resident of The Redwoods 
since 2013. I have previously served as Member at Large on the HOA Board in 2020 during the 
pandemic. 
 
2) If you are currently on the board - how long have you been in this role?  Any accomplishments 
you want to point out? I’m not currently on the board, but as a resident I have started the 
Neighborhood Watch Program where I have 10 residents that assist me in working to keep our 
community safe. We have been educating residents to call non-emergency on all concerns that fall 
under that.  
 
3) What is your background? I’m a Department of Homeland Security employee. I worked with TSA 
as an Officer, Training Instructor, Administrative Assistant and Human Resources Specialist. I 
currently work at USCIS as an Operations Support Specialist in Employee Services. I serve over 
1200 Immigration Officers with all their Health Benefits, Employee Assistance Services, Employee 
Performance Plans, and Retirements. 
 
4) What is your vision for the Association? My vision for the Association is to work closely with all 
other members to provide the best services for our community. 
 
5) What do you hope to accomplish as a board member? I want to help build on the 
accomplishments that have been implemented so far. Provide visually pleasing landscaping, 
community parties that are all inclusive, and make our parking and security situation better. 
 
6) How regularly do you attend board meetings? I attend regularly. 
 
7) Have you ever served on a Board of Directors before (for an association, non-profit, company)? 
Yes, The Redwoods HOA BOD-2020, Vice President of California Services Center-USCIS Welfare 
Recreation Association 2020-Present,  California Services Center-USCIS Special Emphasis Program 
Manager 2020-Present and Member of the California Services Center USCIS Newsletter 2020-
present 
 
 
 

  



CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 
 
 

Please note: The candidates are solely responsible for the content in their statements, neither the Association, nor the 
Inspector of Elections have redacted or edited any of the content in the statements enclosed in this election package. 

Steve Karnes 
 
I'm Steve Karnes and I've lived in the Redwoods for 11 years.  I'm running for the board because 
there are openings so I felt it could be my time to fulfill this important duty of our HOA.  I'm pretty 
familiar with the workings of the board and could be up and running on day one.  During my 
residency at the Redwoods, I've been involved in the maintenance of our Redwood trees, our 
sprinkler system, keeping the complex clean and enforcing the rules of our HOA.  I take pride in my 
home and the complex and when I see places that are not in compliance with the HOA rules it 
needs reporting and correction.  I've also been active in reporting graffiti, potholes and abandoned 
cars in the surrounding community. If elected I will do my best to fulfill the duties of a board 
member and keep our complex looking good and in good financial condition while still maintaining 
some of the fun things we do like our annual get-together and movie nights. 
 

  



CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 
 
 

Please note: The candidates are solely responsible for the content in their statements, neither the Association, nor the 
Inspector of Elections have redacted or edited any of the content in the statements enclosed in this election package. 

 
 

Debby Kelly –Homeowner & Owner of a Rental Unit – 

Current Member on HOA Board 

As Always, I’d like to thank the homeowners who allowed me to serve on the board these past 5 

years. I am grateful for the wonderful Board Members that I have worked with past and present.  

It has been very rewarding. Again, I am asking for your votes, so I can continue to serve the 

entire community.   

I have been a homeowner in the Redwoods since June of 1990. I live on the property, and also 

own a rental unit on the property. I am walking the property daily, meeting residents and 

familiarizing myself with your concerns.     

Since I have served on the Board, many changes have been accomplished.  Some of these are as 

follows:   

The renovation of the Clubhouse.   Ladies once a month Game Night. Creation of an excel 

worksheet which we are able to keep track of Parking Permits, gym memberships, Residents 

information such as phone numbers, email address & emergency contact.  Heading Community 

Events that residents have the opportunity to meet other residents.  

If I am re-elected, I will continue to be a proactive board member. As a Homeowner, I want to 

protect my investment, as well as the investments of all other Homeowners.    

I also want to acknowledge besides my fellow Board Members, all the residents who have 

volunteered their time in making this community come together. Also, Nancy, our Office Manager, 

and Coco, our custodian.  I like to thank our vendors who have made contributions to our little 

community events, Team Property, Colony Group, 4 Seasons, Bearstate, Redline Rooter and many 

others. 

 

In closing, I would like to welcome all new homeowners, who have purchased units here in the 

Redwoods this past year.  I hope you enjoy living here as much as I do. 

 
 
 
 



CANDIDATE STATEMENTS 
 
 

Please note: The candidates are solely responsible for the content in their statements, neither the Association, nor the 
Inspector of Elections have redacted or edited any of the content in the statements enclosed in this election package. 

 
Jim Marchese 
 

Hi! I’m Jim Marchese, your current Association Board President. This will be my 6th year 
running as a board member. I have been on the Redwoods Board of Directors on and off for 33 
years. As many of you know, I am retired military and a former police officer. 

It’s always been my objective to be as fair and transparent as possible. When looking back 
at what we have accomplished, it’s clear we are an accomplished Board, headed in the right 
direction. Our accomplishments will be listed in the annual Presidents letter to all homeowners in 
January. 

    My immediate goal is to continue the maintenance program we established several years 
ago. By investing $1.00 in maintenance, repair, and upkeep of our property, in the long run, we 
save $4.00 in replacement costs. It’s financially advantageous to “maintain” something (For 
example paint a stairway each year), then it is to “replace” the stairway because we didn’t 
properly maintain it. Preventive maintenance is the key to keeping our property values high. 

    Many things have changed over the years and it’s time to bring our 2019 Rules and 
Regulations booklet up to 2023 standards. Reviewing and revising the rules are important in 
keeping our community safe, orderly, and looking beautiful. With the number of new homeowners 
we now have, it’s imperative to update the rules so everyone understands what is expected as a 
resident living here. 

    This complex is a “non-profit organization.” At the end of the day, this association should 
be run like a business. We make every effort to establish if an expense is necessary. If not, we save 
that money for expenses that may arise later. 

 
I have enjoyed serving our community and look forward to its continued success. 
 
Please take the time to vote!  
 
Remember… “It takes a village.” 
 

Jim Marchese 
Redwoods HOA President 

 
 


